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What will the ELO Council do? 
 
The inter-disciplinary ELO Council will study ways to offer 
high-quality out of school time programs and extended 
school days and years to more students. The Council will 
make recommendations to the Governor’s Office and the 
Texas Legislature to develop expanded learning systems 
through analysis of: 

• Current research on best practices; 
• Program availability and unmet needs; 
• Opportunities and incentives for expanding 

business and charitable support;  
• Opportunities to promote experiential STEM 

learning; and 
• The future workforce needs of Texas businesses.  

	  

Who will serve on the ELO Council?  
 
The Texas Education Agency Commissioner will appoint 
the following to the Council by December 31, 2013:  

• Representative of the Texas Education Agency; 
• Representative of the business community; 
• Representative of law enforcement;  
• Parent of a student participating in an OST 

program; 
• Out of school time expert; 
• Extended learning time expert; 
• Summer camp provider; 
• Representative from a foundation investing in 

expanded learning opportunities; 
• Representative from a program specializing in 

nutrition or childhood obesity prevention; 
• Public school superintendent; and  
• 3 public school educators representing the 

elementary, middle, and high school levels.  
	  

How will the ELO Council be funded?   
 
There is no anticipated cost to the state as the Council 
will rely on the expertise of voluntary members and staff 
resources. 
	  
	  

What will TXPOST do to support the ELO 
Council’s work?   
 
TXPOST will offer research, contacts and other technical 
support to the ELO Council to encourage well-informed 
policy recommendations, which ensure that: 

• Texas students are maximizing every opportunity 
to learn; 

• Texas families of all income levels and in every 
Texas community have needed supports during 
out of school time; 

• Texas communities are safer as a result of out of 
school time program participation; and 

• Texas businesses have a highly-qualified work 
force in the future. 

	  
	  

What can I do to support the ELO  
Council’s work? 
 
The work of the ELO Council will rely in large part on the 
contributions of stakeholders across the state to develop 
its recommendations. Provision of data, expert testimony, 
briefs & reports on programming policies, outcomes and 
challenges, and other forms of input will be solicited 
periodically.  
 
Plug into TXPOST at www.txpost.org to stay up to date 
on the Council’s work. 
	  

Only 21.6% of Texas K-12 students’ waking hours are spent in school.  

High-quality Expanded Learning Opportunities turn idle time into productive time. 
The statewide Expanded Learning Opportunities (ELO) Council will engage the business community, law enforcement, 

educators, and others to promote engaged learning, safe communities, and a strong Texas workforce.  

The Council will explore the landscape of out of school time and extended learning time programming in Texas and will 
produce policy recommendations to leverage existing resources and maximize learning opportunities for youth beyond 

the hours of the traditional school day. 

	  

The Texas Partnership for Out of School Time (TXPOST) is a statewide nonprofit collaborative of public and private partners dedicated 
to increasing the quality and availability of out of school time programs in the State of Texas. Hundreds of OST stakeholders rallied 

with TXPOST throughout the 2013 Legislative Session to support passage of the first OST-specific policy in Texas, the establishment 
of a statewide Expanded Learning Opportunities Council. 

 
	  


